[Tuberculosis agent: biological characteristics and difficulties of microbiological diagnosis].
The natural occurrence of various mycobacteria and high morbidity rates due to mycobacteria-induced diseases among patients with immunodeficiency requires its precise diagnostic techniques. Numerous recent researches in tuberculosis microbiology discuss the impact of mycobacterial cell structural and functional changes on the occurrence of pulmonary disease. Mycobacteria isolated from the areas under special radiation control have been found to have a varying virulence. The spread of altered mycobacteria require not only microbiological, but also molecular genetic methods, which allows one gain a more insight into the nature of mycobacterial variability.